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´Ambient Assisted Living´: good for the elderly, the economy and employment. 
The Silver Economy :

The ageing of the population and demographic change are often seen as a threat to the labour market and the EU´s 'knowledge based economy', its Member States and regions. However, it can be seen as well as an opportunity for new jobs in a growing market with new products and services which improve the quality of life of older people, for economic growth and for improving Europe's competitiveness. This is the approach of the so-called 'silver economy'. Recent calculations for Germany have shown that a proactive response to the needs and interests of the increasingly rich elderly could lead to 900.000 new jobs in the next two decades. There are no other sectors or businesses with a higher growth potential.
´AAL´ :
´Ambient Assisted Living´ (AAL or ICT in the domestic environment) is oriented at the stimulation of ICT development in order to make the ageing stay self-supportive as long as possible, and to support the economy and employment. The AAL Programme is part of the i2010 Programme of the European Commission (developing the information society) and the eInclusion Programme (aiming at the dispersal of ICT opportunities). The AAL Programme consists of 4 parts: research, development, legislation and co-operation (with industry). AAL research is subsidised by the Seventh Framework Programme (FP7). It is a so-called 'article 169’ international organisation coupling numerous national research programmes with the aid of EU funds.  Sixth Framework Programmes are SOPRANO (Service Oriented PRogrammable smArt enviroNments for Older Europeans) and NETCARITY (NETworked multisensor system for elderly people: health CARe, safety and securITY in home environment). 

The aim of AAL :
The AAL programme will bundle and support national research efforts aiming at finding out how ICT can help to improve the quality of life of the elderly, and how to enable them to live at home as long as possible. One could think of the development of ICT hard- and software capable of assisting the elderly in carrying out their daily tasks, keeping intact their social network, monitoring their health condition, and improve their security. These hard- and software applications should be integrated, easy to operate, economical and reliable. One can think of consumer electronics, smart textiles, smart homes, telematics services, and wellness- and medical equipment.
AAL helps the European industry (with a focus on SME´s) to develop state of the art products. This, in turn, helps to realises the EU´s Lisbon goals: the creation of the world's most competitive economy.
Available funds:

More than 1 billion euros during the 2008-2013 period 

· Member states participating in AAL169: 150 million euros

· European Commission (Directorate-General Information Society): 150 million euros
· Industry: 300 million euros
· 7th Framework Programme: 450 million euros

Procedure:

· Proposal Commission : 2007

· AAL start : 2008

· Co-decision procedure in the European Parliament
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