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The new Treaty is currently being ratified by the Member States. Besides social and economic cohesion, the new Treaty highlights the territorial dimension more then ever as a focus point of EU policy. I am very glad that this territorial dimension is accepted as a European answer to globalisation. Otherwise, Europe will end up as a network of prospering core-regions on the one hand and large territories that lag behind. Such an asymetric development cannot be accepted in a Europe of values and solidarity.
During the congress of the Conference of Peripheral Maritime Regions in Seville on 17-18 January the debate on this new context of cohesion policy was opened, in the presence of the European Commissioner for Regional Policy, Danuta Hübner. 

The fundamental study of the European Spatial Planning Observatory Network (ESPON) gives us a recent input in this debate. Do we want a multi-polar Europe on the basis of a new 'cohesion' approach or do we accept further concentration in the network of large metropolitan core-regions on this continent ?
Espon shows that the competitiveness scenario, will lead to spatial segregation. This conclusion is in line with the tendency presented in the Fourth Cohesion Report (2007). The opening up of the European Market at global scale will tend to strengthen the territorial concentration in the most advanced regions.  In my view there is need for a new and more coherent approach. Therefore a cohesion oriented scenario is much more suited for an equitable development of Europe's regions.

In the course of 2008 the European Commission will present a Green Paper on Territorial Cohesion, with new building blocks for this approach. It is clear that the Member States are leading in the 'territorial agenda'. Spatial planning belongs indeed to their competences. However, the ongoing concentration in 'top-regions' and larger cities, as 'centers of excellence' demands another, new and larger approach. In this respect, Europe has to choose a real polycentric development with economic chances for all parts of the Union.

Present cohesion policy focuses on convergence of the less-developed regions. This policy will be continued. Alongside this focus, we do need to work on more efficient instruments for a balanced territorial development all over Europe. At the conference in Seville, all the stakeholders agreed on a territorial excellence oriented policy, applicable in all European regions. Both the Lisbon and the Göteborg strategies will have to be combined and adapted for the answers to the climate change challenges. This means more interaction and knowledge transfer between larger cities, clusters or other economic hubs and their 'hinterland'. These centers of activity are  instigators for economic growth, but can only play that role when  placed in their regional and maybe cross-border context. The European structural funds can be an important carrier for this 'integrated approach'.
In the preparation of the post-2013 budget, we will need a new agreement on cohesion budgets, the Common Agricultural Policy, the Seventh Framework Programme (with for instance the 'Regions of Knowledge' programme) and the Framework Programme for Competitiveness and Innovation (CIP).  

The EU has an important leverage in this field. Also, the European Investment Bank and EU instruments as there are URBAN, JEREMIE and JESSICA are means to develop the best quality of life in Europe's cities and regions and for its citizens. Europe has a great history in transferring wealth to poorer regions an can take the lead once again in the area of globalisation. China and South Amarica have shown great interest in Europe's methods of transferring wealth throughout the Union.
The new European Parliament and the Commission will now start this debate very soon after the presentation of the Green Paper on Territorial Cohesion after the summer of 2008. 
The EPP-ED group in the Parliament has, however, already started to prepare their strategy on this new agenda. On the 8th of November we organised a hearing on the regional development headlines of the new programming period. 
In my opinion this debate is not yet linked enough to the budget discussions for the post 2013 period. In this budgetary period 2007-2013 there is already a clear tendency to foster cohesion and competitiveness. However, the new Territorial dimension will impose new choices after 2013.
Globalisation brings a new context to the "old" cohesion and asks for modernisation and greater efficiency. Anticipating the parliamentary election in 2009 and the start of a new European Commission gives us the possibility to reflect on the financial instruments. In this respect, the conference of Seville had led to a useful framework for the debate in the coming years. 
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