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The 7th Framework Programme : leverage for Regional Development
European research funds for 'Maintenance, Repair and Overhaul'

On 30 November 2006 the European Parliament voted the proposal of the Seventh European Framework Programme for Research and Development. To this proposal that will spend 50 billion Euro of the EU budget to European excellence research the European Parliament has succeeded to have modifications adopted.
One of these modifications is the funding for 'Maintenance, Repair en Overhaul' (MRO), especially for the 'greening' of the aeronautic industry. Funds have been freed for research into innovative technologies for a more efficient and more sustainable aircraft maintenance and new processes for aircraft repair.
From these additions EU SME's, industry and universities will profit. They will help to develop the European innovative aeronautics industry and its regional development potential.
Regional clusters of excellence
It is now clear and accepted that, in parts of the EU, regional development will have to go though the clustering of industry, high tech SME's and knowledge institutions. Public-private and risk financing has been adopted as means to amplify the R&D funds in the Member States and their regions and cities.

The Capacities Specific Programme concentrates on the complementarity between the regional aspect and the excellence criteria. The new Regions of Knowledge programme makes regions more aware of their R&D and innovative capacities. Therefore communication to regional and local stakeholders on all complementary EU funds must also be improved. As important are the regional development aspects of the large EU research infrastructures as set up in the ESFRI list.
In the framework of a EU technology policy poles of 'regional excellence' are installed. In specific R&D niche markets (like nanotechnology, sustainable energy, medical instruments, safe food, ICT, aeronautics, ...) the EU and its Member States and regions must develop critical mass in these competitive fields of technology transfer to commercial outlets. Global market oriented technological know how is the greatest trump card for the EU economy and its employment. 
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