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	Lambert van Nistelrooij, Martin Kastler
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	Budget European Year 2012

	TEXT:


	2012 is the European Year of Active Ageing and Solidarity between Generations. A chance for all actors to find innovative solutions to address the demographic challenge and create an age-friendly environment allowing all citizens to lead more active and independent lives for longer. 
The financial envelope for the implementation, at the level of the Union, for the period from 1 January 2011 to 31 December 2012, shall be EUR 5 000 000. In accordance with the text adopted by the European Parliament, this sum will be spent on: 
(a) conferences, events and initiatives, with the active participation of all relevant stakeholders, to promote debate, to raise awareness and to encourage the commitment to specific objectives contributing to sustained and lasting impacts;   
(b) information, promotion and educational campaigns, making use of multimedia ;   
(c) exchange of information, experience and good practice, by using inter alia the Open Method of Coordination and networks of stakeholders working to achieve the objectives of the
(d) research and surveys on a Union, national or regional scale, and dissemination of the results, focusing on the economic and social impact of promoting active ageing and of active-ageing-friendly policies.
1. Can national, regional and local organizations who are eager and willing to take initiatives in the light of the European Year 2012 benefit from funding out of the 5 million Euro budget or are they excluded?

2. In case they can benefit from this budget, can the Commission outline the criteria on which basis eventual funds are allocated? 

3. To what extent can the Commission support national, regional and local organizations that organize activities the light of the European Year 2012 by other means? 
4. Is the Commission willing to call upon Member States to provide an additional amount of funding for such activities during the whole European Year 2012? 

5. Which concrete measures does the Commission see to use European funds such as the ESF and ERDF to support projects and activities that are organized in the light of the European Year 2012 and which initiatives will the Commission take thereto?
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