EPP Press Brussels, 31 January 2012 

Structural Funds: combat youth unemployment by using unspent structural funds. Lambert van Nistelrooij MEP and Danuta Hübner MEP 

The proposal made by the European Commission yesterday at the informal EU Summit to combat youth unemployment and help small businesses has been welcomed by the EPP Group in European Parliament. 

  

The proposal concerns €82 billion of unspent money from the structural funds for the current period 2007-2013 of which €60 billion comes from the European Regional Development Fund and €22 billion from the European Social Fund. 

  

Lambert van Nistelrooij MEP, EPP Group Coordinator in the Committee on Regional Development of the European Parliament, said: "EU Member States that have been hit the most by the crisis need to take up leadership and create action plans and they need to do it now. Equally important is the possibility to increase the EU co-financing rate for those countries that are most affected. There is also a crucial role for the European Investment Bank to take action so as to allow for joint financing possibilities." 

  

Danuta Hübner MEP, Chairwoman of the same Committee, said: "The EPP Group will lead the efforts in the European Parliament to facilitate the use of structural funds that remain to be allocated till the end of 2013 to projects generating new jobs, especially for young people, and stimulating investment of small and medium-sized companies." 
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