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"Territorial Agenda of the European Union

Towards a More Competitive Europe of Diverse Regions"

In the light of :

- the working programme for European Parliament regional development committee in the second half of this legislature,

- the decision to attribute urban policy to REGI responsibilities ;

- the AHO report on "Creating an Innovative Europe" (i.e. regional clustering as basis for EU innovation) ;

- EC legislative and working programme 2007 (October 2006) ;

- the Finnish presidency initiatives on "Regional Policy and the Lisbon and Göteborg goals ;

-the Commission's communication on "Regions for economic change" and the implementation policy of cohesion policy;

- the regional development committee discussion with Mrs. Hübner on the programming and implementation of Cohesion Policy,

the initiative on the "Territorial Agenda of the EU" are crucial for the future of EU regional policy : touching the aspects of spatial and urban development, searching the critical mass innovative regional clusters can bring about, strengthening Transeuropean Technological Networks and cultural ressources, the report even literally acclaims the need for the EP regional development committee to support this discussion (point 30). It is about how multilevel governance in regional development policy can answer to the challenges of a globalised EU economy.

Regional policy is not identical to regional funding alone. It is important to keep the EP's attention not only to the 'traditional' cohesion issues, but also to include in it's working programme the attention to be given to the regional development in all EU regions. In this last matter, the references to the role of the regions exist in : 

- the EU Lisbon agenda and the related cohesion policy's strategic guidelines (in the EP report regional policy instruments are underestimated);

- the 7th Framework for Research's Specific Programme Capacities' Regions of Knowledge initiative and, in the EP amended Framework itself ; 

- the improvement of European entrepreneurship, innovation, growth and employment (i.e. ERRIN, European Regions Research and Innovation Network and the possibilities of sustainable energy production as regional development factor).

Attention has to be given to the role of regions in all relevant policies. There is a tendancy to renationalise fields of regional policy, even more after 2013. Therefore it is important that the EP regional development committee contributes to the 2010 mid term review debate that is starting now.

Will REGI continue to weigh, with other EP committees on the issues of the future : innovation in regional development and a new territorial dimension of the EU ?  

Other points of interest for the regional EU agenda are " The role of the Regions and Cities in energy transition" and a standing rapporteur on cross-border cooperation 
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