Bioplastics - a pillar of the bio-economy in Europe
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How can the bioplastics industry contribute to the European Union’s “2020 goals”? This and other key questions were debated at the product exhibition and conference “Plastics and the Bio-Economy – The Evolution of Plastics” organised by the association European Bioplastics. The event was held in Brussels from 21 to 22 September 2011 under the patronage of Mr. Lambert van Nistelrooij, MEP. 

Already today, bioplastics play a significant role within Europe’s bio-economy. They are manifold and efficient materials ready for the market and they accelerate the development on the plastics market towards a society based on more sustainability.

Both, the exhibition on 21 September and the conference on 22 September emphasized the benefits which bioplastics offer for Europe as well as the potential they still hold: renewable resources are used saving fossil ones, GHG-emissions are reduced and new additional ways of recovery applied. These are significant aspects for Europe’s transition towards a biobased economy.

In his opening address of the conference Lambert van Nistelrooij argued in favour of a stronger support of bioplastics by European policy makers. “Bioplastics offer great opportunities for smart and sustainable growth in the EU. There are already numerous proposals for supportive measures with regard to bioplastics. It is vital that EU policy focuses on implementing them in the short and mid-term.”

In his lecture, Marc Verbruggen, CEO and president of NatureWorks, followed up Mr. van Nistelrooij’s suggestions and emphasized the fact that Europe is potentially a very interesting market for all kinds of bioplastic applications. However, the EU should be careful not to be shaken off by international competition when it comes to production locations but must take action in time.

More than 100 participants in the fully-packed conference hall followed the presentations with great interest. They included, amongst others, contributions by the Ministry of Economic Affairs, Agriculture and Innovation of the Netherlands, and by Maive Rute, Director of the General Directorate Research and Innovation of the European Commission.

Andy Sweetman, Chairman of European Bioplastics, was delighted at the popularity of the event: “The fully booked event clearly proves that bioplastics are an important topic at EU level. We are happy to have successfully encourage greater awareness for our industry, its products and their benefits.”

