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  “Building a strong and effective cohesion policy together for a brighter future in EU regions and cities”
 
Our conclusions from the joint debate on the future of cohesion between the EPP Groups in the European Parliament and the Committee of the Regions on 21 September show that there is political will to foster joint actions and effective political synergies within the EPP family. I therefore welcome the decision to continue this cooperation for the regulations on structural funds (2014-2020) and to work together in the future to build-up timely solutions to ensure that cohesion policy responds to the needs of the European Union's territories. 
 
We believe that all EU regions have to benefit from the future generation of structural funds and that the poorest and most disadvantaged regions are supported. Moreover, the introduction of transition regions is a concrete result of the efforts deployed by the EPP Group over the last years on this matter. In this regard, we thank Commissioner Hahn and congratulate him on the new legislative package for cohesion, which is a good basis for future discussion.

 

The proposal for partnership contracts based on the multi-level governance approach is an innovative feature of the new draft regulations on structural funds. However, I would like to see a distinction made in the partners who are legally responsible i.e. local and regional authorities, and other partners.  

 

Even at a time of crisis and limited public budgets, we have to ensure that projects have an appropriate financial contribution from the national and regional public budget. This is the only way to ensure their success. In parallel, we should support capacity building measures, which prepare local and regional authorities for effectively accessing EU funds and ensure that the results have an impact on the well-being of citizens.

 

As the largest political grouping in both the Committee of the Regions and European Parliament, the EPP has to demonstrate political leadership on macro-economic and fiscal measures as well as investments on the ground. Together, we can make the EPP's vision for a strong and effective cohesion policy a reality so it can contribute to overcoming the crisis and creating a brighter future for Europe's regions and cities. 

 

Michael SCHNEIDER, President of the EPP Group in the Committee of the Regions

