
 

May 2013 Strong Arab women with ambition  

On 11 – 14 May 2013 Monique Vogelaar en Femmy Bakker visited on behalf of the Eduardo Frei 

Foundation the Jordan capital Amman to provide for a training on political participation and female 

entrepreneurship for women from the Arab region. The training was organized by the Arab Women’s 

Leadership Institute (AWLI), established by the International Republic Institute (IRI) in Amman in 

2008. The Eduardo Frei Foundation from the Netherlands has a partnership with the IRI to promote 

political participation in the Arab region.  

Women from eleven countries, from Algeria, 

Tunisia, Egypt, Saudi Arabia, Qatar to Yemen, 

came to Jordan for a training on 

empowerment of women and strengthening 

of leadership. The participants ranged from 

politicians to entrepreneurs and journalists, 

including two disabled persons. “I have 

learned immensely from these courageous 

women. It is unbelievable to hear about the 

challenges the women in Arab countries face 

and as an European woman, I was very 

conscious about our own privileged lives at 

home,” said Vogelaar, one of the trainers. 

 

 

Vogelaar and Bakker concentrated in the case study of the Netherlands on the cooperation between 

government, business sector, science and civil society. They showed examples of the government 

influencing with policies the business sector and how the business sector can effectively cooperate 

with the (local) government. They expanded on the Port of Rotterdam, the largest port of the 

Netherlands and Europe. In addition, the trainers talked about women’s participation from the 

government’s perspective and EU measures on promoting female entrepreneurship.  



 

The second day, the trainers focused on 

developing an economic platform and 

advocating the platform. The participants 

worked in groups on certain issues. “It was a 

great challenge for them to work in mixed 

groups of nationalities with very different 

economic and political contexts. However, 

they succeeded in their group work and they 

eagerly participated in a debate with coalition 

and opposition,” said Bakker.   

 

 

With thanks to the training, the women felt more informed about what it meant to be an 

entrepreneur.  Many of them come from Arab States where the government leaves very little to 

private initiatives and it was good for them to see some of the alternatives; not only from the 

trainers but also from the other participants.  Public - private cooperation was mostly new and very 

interesting to them.   

 

Syrian refugees in Jordan 

Vogelaar and Bakker visited on May 14
th

 several humanitarian organizations active in the Syrian 

refugee camps in the North of Jordan. They spoke with Syrian refugees who are currently working in 

Amman and the refugee camps. “We are very much concerned about the continuing violence in Syria 

and the thousands of people still moving to Jordan. For Jordan, the conflict in Syria becomes a 

nightmare and could lead to escalation.”  What were the Syrian asking from the Netherlands and the 

EU? An end to the violence and better humanitarian aid.  


